
Introduction

These walks talk the visitor or even the local resident around some of 
the footpaths at the south-eastern end of Berkhamsted. I have two 
routes in this initial project, one for the more able and an easier one 
for those less able. Neither route in total is suitable for anyone 
restricted to a wheel chair.

For those who take their dogs, bins are available along the canal-side 
at Ravens Lane lock; Rising Sun lock; bottom of William Street; Bank 
Mill bridge (on left, behind bushes); Butts Meadow and the Moor (off 
Mill Street near Castle Street bridge), also at either end of the 
footpath across the Berkhamsted School playing field.

Refreshments are available in canal side pubs (Crystal Palace, The 
Boat and The Rising Sun) and various locations in the town centre. 
Public toilets are available in Water Lane Car Park.

Route 1 has two sets of short steps, at least one with a 6 inch drop, but 
otherwise fairly easy.
Route 1A misses out the steps and is arranged as alternate sections.
Both routes start and end at the new railway station entrance, include 
the canal and items of interest including the former Coopers site. 

For convenience, I have broken the walk into 3 sections to allow 3 
different start and end points. The station is the first, the Bullbeggars 
Lane area is the second (either use one of the lay-bys either side of the 
A4251 just beyond the flint walls or there is an area on the junction 
with Bank Mill Lane) and the final one is at the top of Chesham Road 
close to the junction with the A41.

The guide is intended to educate, take in information based on 
hearsay, rumour, childhood memories and encourage the walker to 
investigate further and maybe think more about the town’s past, 
present and future. In short, an interesting walk divided into three 
sections of about a couple of hours duration covering a distance of 
about 5 easy miles.
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Normans Guided Walk number 1 (section 1)
Berkhamsted Station to Bullbeggars Lane

 

Let's get our bearings. With the railway track above and behind 
us, the canal will be in front of you just below the railings on the 
other side of the road (Lower Kings Road) with the Moor just 
beyond and the site of the Upper Mill beyond that. To our right 
is the old Parcel Office, currently a fish and chip shop, following 
the road (Lower Kings Road) round to the left and over the canal 
bridge will lead you into the centre of the town. To our left is the 
general direction in which we will be going,  

Whilst we gather our thoughts, you may be interested to know 
that the station is actually not where is was originally built (more 
about that later), the other side of the Fish and Chip Shop was 
the Station Masters house (now an office) and the block of flats 
was a car showroom. Looking a little further over to the right, 
one could locate the old cricket pitch and the open air swimming 
pool was just beyond there, on the Broadwater site, now filled 
with dark red brick flats and where Berkhamsted Football Club, 
lawn tennis and bowls, skateboarding and Canal Fields are now 
located. On the left of the road, was the old steam flour mill, 
which now can be seen as part of the tower (lightish brick) left 
during the conversion to flats, which made good use of the canal 
for bringing grain in and milled flour out. Coming nearer, the 
small  block of  town houses  (redder  bricks)  was the site  of  a 
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petrol  garage  associated  with  the  car  showroom.  Before  the 
arrival of the railway and Lower Kings Road, there was a wharf 
on this site which was used in conjunction with Lower Mill (on 
the site of the present music block of Berkhamsted School ) and 
latterly the 'new' Steam Mill.

Our walk begins with a visit to Berkhamsted castle. Walk away 
from the station, along the arcade where the cycle racks and the 
rubbish bins are and left under the road bridge, keep to the left 
hand path and cross over towards the castle entrance. The castle 
will then be on your left. It is a designated Scheduled Ancient 
Monument  owned  by  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  managed  by 
English Heritage and is where William of Normandy was offered 
the Crown of England after defeating King Harold at Hastings. 
You may well ask, why Berkhamsted? Well, William didn't want 
to go straight to London, but had to cross the Thames. So he 
marched northwards to Wallingford as it was an easy crossing 
and turned right to find a safe location to rest up. Berkhamsted 
had an Anglo-Saxon building and was in easy reach of London. 
It is reputed that the Earl  Morton, who was mentioned in the 
Doomsday book, constructed a Motte and Bailey Castle on the 
site.   

More  information  is  available  in  the  castle  grounds  (free 
admission), but be aware that the cottage near the visitor centre 
actually has nothing to do with the castle. The railway viaduct 
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was  built  on  the  line  of  the  outer  moat,  later  in  the  1930s 
Brownlow Road was built  in  the  remaining part  of  the  outer 
moat. The moat was fed from the river Bulbourne and a culvert 
passes under the railway and now into the canal.

Moving  swiftly on,  keep  the  castle  site  to  your  left  and  the 
railway viaduct to your right, go under the next railway bridge to 
join Station Road. As you approach the bridge, look out for the 
remains of the original station to the right of the bridge.

Cross over the road in front of the Crystal Palace (Pub) and join 
the canal tow-path by turning left. Alternate route starts Page 27

During 1798 the Grand Junction Canal,  as it  was first  called, 
was built through this area of Hertfordshire. The canal formed 
the  major  transport  link  from London to  Birmingham,  which 
helped the industrial revolution transform Britain two centuries 
ago.  The building  of  the  canal  did  a  lot  to  drain  the  marshy 
bottom of the valley and encourage expansion along the valley 
bottom.

The southern side of the canal between Ravens Lane and Castle 
Street  is  now known as  Castle  Wharf  although originally the 
area where the new developments are was Castle Docks. This 
was  the  main  area  of  Berkhamsteds'  canal  trade  and  boat 
building activities. Coal and timber was delivered here to supply 
the many factories and works. Various wharfs existed between 
Bank Mill Wharf and what is now known as Lower Kings Road 
and can be identified by wider sections of the canal to  allow 
turning.

The  Canal  &  Riverside  Partnership  (CARP)  resurfaced  the 
towpath in 2000 and installed seven informative panels about 
the canal which can be 'rubbed'. Look out for them on your walk.
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The flats opposite were built on the site of Alsford, the timber 
merchants,  who in turn had bought  the Keys sawmills/timber 
yard in 1963. This was the location of the original Castle Street 
wharf,  which  became  the  sawmills  around  1900  to  feed  the 
Castle Docks which were situated roughly at  the point between 
the two recent developments. Walk past the Crystal Palace and 
on the other bank you will notice the now disused 'Bridgewater 
Boats' boatyard, which was more of a repair facility, complete 
with the warehouse next door, than building boats from scratch. 
This was de-listed in 1978 and is being redeveloped with the 
boat repair  facility remaining in use (2011) – the blocks now 
called Bridge Court were built in the 1980's. On our side, are the 
rear entrances to an assortment of properties mainly built about 
the time of the railway arrival. Indeed, one is called the Coach 
House and built about the time the railway station was moved 
and two additional tracks installed. As there was a lot of traffic 
to and from Chesham, as they still do not have a 'proper' railway 
– just  an underground service, the railway companies tried to 
cash  in  by  providing  a  bus  link  between  Berkhamsted  and 
Chesham.  It  would not  be unreasonable to  assume this  could 
have been the 'bus depot'  for the service, but I've so far been 
unable to confirm this – perhaps you know?

You will spot the old door leading to the servants quarters in one 
of the Station Road properties on your left as you pass the boat-
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yard and as we approach the Ravens Lane bridge, you will notice 
the lock-keepers cottage (lock 54) on the opposite bank, which 
was listed in 2008.  On the left we have the rear of the properties 
in Station Road. The last modern house on this side was built by 
Mr Eastwood (of Eastwood Butchers) for his own use some 30 
years ago. The land is where the cattle were held prior to being 
slaughtered on the premises. In case you are interested, another 
butcher had a similar yard off Holliday Street and there was yet 
another in Church Lane. If you look over the other side of the 
lock, you will see a building facing the road which used to be a 
fish and chip shop. Indeed, this area thrived due to the traffic on 
the canal with cobblers, greengrocers, newsagents, post office, 
smithy and indeed all the services the bargees would need due to 
it being about one days travel from London. 

Another  small  detail  you may have missed are the  telephone 
wires  over  the  bridge. The  first  telephone  exchange  in 
Berkhamsted was at  5 Chapel Street, just round the corner, and 
as every telephone had a wire back to the exchange, a lot went 
over this bridge and along the canal. This was a little unfortunate 
as swans used to take off from the Bridgewater Boats area to get 
over the lock and bridge into either the Ravens Lane basin or, 
more likely, over the Rising Sun lock. As a result, many didn't 
see the wires and flew into them. The cunning solution by the 
General Post Office was to put corks on the wires so they could 
be seen and this  resulted in far fewer accidents.  In time, the 
exchange was moved to the rear of the Post Office in Lower 
Kings Road as the town grew between the wars

Down the steps and under the bridge (142) brings you to the 
Ravens Lane basin. This area contained yet another wharf and 
used for waiting until a boat came in the opposite direction.  The 
boats rarely emptied a lock to enter it, they generally saved water 
(their livelihood) by using the locks to raise or lower the boats. 
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Remember, this was a busy highway, so waiting time was not for 
long. On our left is the re-built Boat (Pub) just by the bridge and 
on the opposite side the flats were built in the 70's to replace the 
homes in Provident Place and site of the Ravens Lane Wharf. 
The River Bulbourne runs on that side of the canal and actually 
runs in and out of it during its travels through the town. 
As  previously  mentioned,  there  was  a  smithy  here  located 
roughly where the  'new houses'  are  next  to  the pub car  park 
(opposite the George Street row of cottages that lay back) and as 
the barges were horse-drawn, any attention the horses needed, 
could be given. The Parish rooms were next door.  

The  next  lock  (lock  55)  is  by  the 
Rising Sun (Pub) and just beyond the 
lock you will see the Bulbourne rejoin 
the  Canal.  On  the  left,  is  sheltered 
housing built when a number of homes 
in  the  area  were  condemned as  unfit 
and just  pulled down.  The original  cottages  in  this  area were 
built in the mid to late 19th century, had minimal foundations 
and needed money to save them. The trend in the 60's and 70's 
was to knock down and rebuild, whereas now, it is conserve and 
preserve. We'll leave you to have your own thoughts. 

On the opposite bank was the former Cooper, McDougall and 
Robinson (Coopers) main manufacturing site and the canal was 
used to bring in raw materials with finished goods leaving the 
same way during the first half of the 20th  C. The canal linked 
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London  to  Birmingham  and  it  was  also  possible  to  get  to 
Liverpool and Manchester for the markets to the north and down 
to Wales and the West country, both via the canal system.

Approaching  the  concrete  footbridge  (142A),  Little  Bridge 
Road, built in the 1930's, you will see the green tiled roofs of the 
Hall  Walk and Londrina Terrace.  The Bull  (Pub) can be seen 
between the new development on the old Coopers site and the 
less recent flats adjacent to Londrina Terrace. On our side of the 
canal,  we  have  the  usual  trappings  of  urban  living.  Unused 
garages,  a  play area (aka George Street  rec)  and homes built 
where Saunders used to store his coal and fuel. Directly under 
the  bridge  on  the  other  bank,  you will  see  the  surface  water 
outlet from this end of the High Street.

Passing under the bridge, on the right hand side – where the flats 
are – used to be a small wooded area full of Scots pine trees. The 
other  end  of  those  flats  used  to  have  The  Watford  Caravan 
Centre sales area and Hall Park Garage – purveyor of Datsun 
motor vehicles and fuel for many years up to the mid 1970's, 
when the flats were built and Esso redeveloped the petrol outlet. 
It was distinctive as the petrol pumps were in a thatched covered 
island, there was a dove cot and miniature well  with a small 
thatched pitched roof beside the road. Both thatches covered in 
wire  to  discourage  the  doves  and  pigeons  from  stealing  the 
straw.  I was counting the other  day that  we now have just  2 
petrol  outlets,  we used to  have at  least  10,  makes  you think, 
doesn't it? 

The Caravan outlet actually built motor caravans (in the loosest 
use of the work). Have a look at:
http://www.expeditionlandrover.info/parkRanger.htm  for  more 
information.
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On our side, again the rear of properties in George Street, which 
have been worked into the most attractive gardens. The first road 
is William Street, an unadopted road. At the top you can see it 
joins Lower George Street, originally just a public footpath, but 
over the years homes have been built alongside and even boasted 
the local public hall and play area until redeveloped in the late 
1990's which means the whole area is under pressure even as I 
speak, for more homes.  The next road on our bank is Bedford 
Street with another newish development on the corner. This used 
to  be  a  small  factory  and  you  can  see  an  imitation  'thing' 
(sandwiched between a satellite dish and TV aerial)  meant  to 
represent the original block and tackle kit to raise materials to 
the upper floor on the front apex. 

On the other side, the rear of the petrol station and where the 
Bulbourne does another detour to Lower Mill, which was one of 
two  mills  the  Bulbourne  supported.  The  overshot  wheel  is 
behind the Old Mill (Pub), the roof of which can be seen just in 
the distance between the car park and Old Mill Cottage, over the 
garden. This is the location of bank mill wharf but by the time 
the canal was built, the mill had ceased to operate on a regular 
basis as the canal had reduced the water flow even more than 
was required to maintain viability.
The river then passes alongside Bank Mill Lane, which is just 
beyond Old Mill Cottage, the hall (old TA, old ATC etc. - soon 
to  be  developed)  and three  bungalows,  all  built  on  allotment 
land. At the bridge (143), we have to cross over the bridge as the 
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path  changes  sides.  This  is  to  give  the  towing  horses  the 
opportunity of a rest and to prevent overstrain on one side. As 
you go over the bridge, behind you is a development of 24 flats 
where  Rose  Cottage  (c1800 built  on  land  known as  Orchard 
Pasture) was and at the bottom of the hill, even more properties 
are planned where just one is now on the site of 'New Lodge'.

Take care as you rejoin the canal as the steps are uneven, both in 
width and height. Alternate route starts Page 29

Continuing along the canal-side, you will spot Lismer House – 
now spelt Lismere - on the opposite bank next to the lock (56). 
In recent times this was occupied by Mr Robert Peak, one time 
Town  Councillor  and  Town  Mayor  as  well  as  Dacorum 
Councillor and Mayor. Before that he opened PRP Records (in 
competition with Norman Clarkes' next to the Civic Centre) in 
Lower Kings Road which was located on the left hand side as 
you  go  down,  next  to  the  'Express  Dairy'  (tiled  shop  front 
currently occupied by Colin Gray & Co) in one of the two shops 
next to the 'Waitrose' car park entrance now a restaurant. The 
lock-keepers cottage on this side of the canal was refurbished in 
2010. You will have noticed that as well as the 24 flats built on 
the other side of the canal in Bank Mill, even more properties 
have  been  refurbished  between  the  tow-path  and  Bank  Mill 
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Lane. 

Just before the next bridge (144) you will notice 2 cottages on 
your  right.  These  were  staff  cottages  for  the  Ashridge  Estate 
before it was broken up. Take the narrow path just before the 
bridge, to bring you out into Bullbeggars Lane. Turn right and 
keep the small  parking area on your right as you go over the 
River Bulbourne and up the slight slope to cross the A4251 You 
will see Garden Field Lane just to the left on the other side of 
the road.

This ends section 1
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Normans Guided Walk number 1 (section 2)
Bullbeggars Lane to Chesham Road

We start at the junction of Bullbeggars Lane and the A4251.
As you cross the road, you will notice nice bits  of flint  wall. 
These are what remains of the enhancement project when the by-
pass (A41) was built in the mid 1990's. There used to be a sign 
saying you were entering Berkhamsted as well as a delineation 
wall down the centre of the road to signify to motorists that they 
were entering a nice market town. If you look skywards, you will 
not  see  any lighting  as  the  money ran  out  (ducts  for  cables 
installed though), this resulted in a number of accidents with the 
wall and it was naturally cheaper to remove the wall than install 
lighting as designed. The properties on the single track private 
road running parallel to the main road were generally built as 
part of the HallPark estate in the 1930's apart from the chalet 
bungalow next to Garden Field Lane. 

The little hidden building on the left housed the batteries and 
equipment for the telephone lines at this end of town until the 
new exchange was built in the 1950's in St Johns' Well Lane.

Climb up the tarmac single track road (public highway) which 
then peters-out and returns to a footpath/track. The homes on the 
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right hand side, are 1950's and the ones further up and the other 
side of the hedgerow are part of the 1960's development of the 
top  section  of  the  Hall  Park  Estate.  Indeed,  you  will  see  a 
diverted path on your right before the large field that used to be a 
stony track which formed the boundary of Upper Hall Park. 
As you walk up the gentle slope, you will see across the valley 
behind you a fine vista towards Potten End, Bourne End and the 
northern  side  of  Hemel  Hempstead  including  Buncefield  (the 
site of the huge explosion in 2006), the Bedmond TV mast at the 
top of Rucklers Lane and a particularly good view of the old 
Urban  District  Councils'  rubbish  tip  (now  a  wildlife  area) 
together with the new sewage works alongside the railway line. 

On your right, across the field, you 
will  have  your  first  view  of  the 
boiler  block  chimney and  chapel 
clock  tower  at  Ashlyns  School 
(formerly  the  Foundling  Hospital 
built  in 1935) and over that  field 
slightly to  the  left,  you  will  spot 
Ashlyns Hall.

When you get to the corner of the field, 
you will have a choice of direction to go. 
If  wet,  then  it's  best  to  take  the  path 
straight ahead, which joins up with BK51 
(Sugar Lane – public highway). If this is 
your choice,  then after about 100 yards, 
the path forks so take the left hand one to 
join Sugar Lane. Turn left again and about 
20 yards on your left, hidden behind the 
vegetation,  you  can  see  a  Foundling 
Hospital boundary post near the corner of 

the field. If you get as far as the kissing gate, you passed it. At 
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this  stage, turn around and follow Sugar Lane to Swing Gate 
Lane. Other posts can be found around the area. The easiest to 
find is by Thomas Coram School, corner of Briar Way (BK32) 
and corner of BK7A in Hilltop Road. 

If you think it's dry, then take the path to the right alongside the 
field (BK50)  which will take you to meet Sugar Lane.  This area 
is also known as Long Green. Turn right and follow the track to 
Swing Gate  Lane.  This  was  the  'dry'  route  during  the  winter 
months before the age of tarmac highways as the route through 
the town was liable to flooding due to the proximity of the River 
Bulbourne and associated watercress beds and water mills. 

You  will  spot  the  drainage  ditch  on  your  left,  between  the 
highway and by-pass, with channels to take the water away from 
the road. Naturally, some of these have become blocked and the 
'road' tends to flood during very wet weather however, during 
the preparation of this guide (2010), the worst areas have been 
hard-cored  and  channels  opened  up.  The  new  by-pass  is 
noticeable due to a prevailing westerly wind and the designers 
belief that the leaves on the trees would greatly reduce the traffic 
noise  –  particularly  noticeable  during  wet  weather.  Not 
withstanding, this area is popular with various forms of wildlife, 
horse riders and dog walkers. Keep your eyes open.

When you reach the end of this part of Sugar Lane, you will spot 
a small planted area. This area was planted by pupils in 2002 by 
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children attending the Thomas Coram School in memory of Ken 
Harbord,  who  was  woodland  warden  for  several  areas  of 
woodland in this end of town and you can find a small plaque to 
this effect. 

You need to  go  right  after  leaving this  area  as  the  road was 
diverted when the by-pass was built. Join the tarmac road and 
turn left  towards the new bridge over the by-pass. Keep your 
eyes open for badgers, muntjac and foxes as well as the usual 
rabbits. Wildlife tracks have been recorded in this area and are 
available to be viewed on the dacorum.gov.uk website.

Pass  over  the  new bridge and you may just  see the old road 
amongst the undergrowth on the left and the remains of a small 
field on your right. In the recent land 'sell-off', I understand a 
gentleman has bought this small area of land as a 'quiet garden' 
area. 

Behind these trees is the original road.          Entrance to Sandpit Green.
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Just  beyond,  also  on  your  right,  you will  see the  entrance  to 
BK40 aka Sandpit Green, also a public highway. Straight down 
is Bottom Farm with the world famous Bourne Gutter – reputed 
to flow in times of trouble and strife.

Turn right between the metal barriers – we do have a fly-tipping 
problem in the area – and you now have a nice firm walking 
surface to use. Just before you get carried away, to your left is a 
bottle  tip  where  during  the  18th  century,  glass  bottles  were 
dumped. A number of rare examples have been found, so I'm 
afraid, you are too late. Although you about the same distance 
from the by-pass, you will notice how quiet it is. 

Keep your eye out for more animal tracks 
as to  the left  are open fields and to  the 
right  the  original  metal  fencing marking 
the  Foundling  Hospital  boundary,  which 
means it's open country as far as wild life 
is concerned although the new owner has 
erected fencing to deter rubbish dumping. 

Continue along the path, with the open fields of Haresfoot Farm 
to your left and the by-pass rising slowly above you until you 
reach the tunnel under the by-pass to your right.  The original 
path continued straight ahead to join the access road to Ashlyns 
Hall,  past  Ashlyns  Lodge  and join  Chesham Road.  This  was 
diverted  during  the  by-pass  construction  and  now  meets  the 
diverted Haresfoot Lane.

As you enter the underpass,  see if  you can see the mounting 
block on the right, so that you can dismount from your horse, as 
this is a bridleway. 
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On the other  side,  you will  see another block (concrete – no 
finesse, builders) on your left. You can't quite see Ashlyns Hall, 
but  you  can  see  the  stables  and  Ashlyns  Retirement  Home 
behind you to your right, but Ashlyns Lodge is now on the other 
side of the by-pass. Join the tarmac road going left up the slope. 
Join the top of Chesham Road with Ashlyns Farm on your right. 
Cross over the road to the corner of the Berkhamsted School 
playing fields. 

Let's  take  a  few minutes  to  gain  our  bearings.  Looking back 
towards the town (north) along Chesham Road you will see the 
entrance to  Ashlyns (Model) Farm and beyond that,  the main 
entrance to Ashlyns School – remember seeing the chapel tower 
from Garden Field Lane and Ashlyns Hall? 

As  an  aside,  the  organ  that  was 
originally  installed  in  the  chapel 
was moved from the London base 
in 1936 and sent for repairs about 
1960,  but  it  never  came  back.  I 
can  recall  Basil  Cuthbert  (music 
master)  playing  that  organ  and 
what a wonderful sound it made. 
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From pressing a key on the keyboard (at the front of the chapel) 
to the sound coming from the pipes took about one and a half 
seconds due to  the length of  cable.  I believe there is  a BBC 
recording of the original 'Handel' organ and I know there is one 
private recording as the services were held in the open on the 
'boys' side and naturally needed music to sing to, so two hymns 
were recorded. 

Looking at  the  roundabout,  this  was  originally a  corner  with 
Brickhill Green (over the other side of the road), which was cut 
back  to  accommodate  the  new  junction  of  the  A41  by-pass. 
Several  paths  are  still  present,  but  naturally a  shadow of  it's 
former self. 

You should be able to see just before the bus stop on the road 
over the by-pass, a small drive. This was the original entrance to 
Ashlyns Hall with the Lodge 'guarding' it. The Lodge was taken 
over by the construction unit and left afterwards. It has had an 
interesting recent history with at least two fires and twice being 
rebuilt. Ashlyns Lodge, currently back some 50 yards from the 
main road, was almost in line with the main road, as you came 
up  Chesham  road  to  a  tee-junction  with  Kingshill  Way  and 
turned  left  to  Chesham  (remember  that  Brickhill  Green  was 
opposite)  and  round  a  right  hand  corner.  Indeed  the  whole 
junction bears little resemblance to the pre-1990 layout.

This ends Section 2.  Alternate route starts on page 31
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Normans Guided Walk number 1 (section 3)
Chesham Road to Berkhamsted Station

Starting at the junction of Chesham 
Road  and  Kingshill  Way 
(roundabout  is  visual  aid),  make 
your  way  along  Kingshill  Way, 
taking  the  right  hand  pavement, 
keeping the sports ground on your 
right  and the remains  of Brickhill 
Green on your left, you will find a 

gate about the middle of the edge of the playing fields near to 
the road 'pinch point'.  Pass through the gate and the footpath 
roughly follows the line of trees straight across the field. 

Look out for numbers on the trees as you cross. I expect you are 
wondering what  the numbers  mean.  This was to  be part  of a 
national database to record the location of all  the trees in the 
country administered by the local authority. The Tree Register is 
a registered charity collating and updating a database of notable 
trees  throughout  Britain  and  Ireland  and  these  trees  are  now 
suspected to be part of this project. As once the penny dropped 
that trees grow, die, new ones appear every year, get cut down 
and do everything apart from walk about, it became obvious it 
had to be limited. If you are interested, most of the trees around 
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Butts Meadow also have little plastic tags as well.

Ashlyns School entrance & Chapel

Upper Ashlyns Road from Playing fields

The original cricket pavilion is on your right next to the road. To 
your left  is Upper Ashlyns Road, the end nearest  Kings Road 
was  narrowly missed  by a  German  bomb during  WWII as  it 
landed in Kings Road severing all  the services  into the town 
including electricity, gas and water which all run down the road. 
Also  in  that  direction  lived  Harry  Worth  in  a  house  called 
'Arrisden', Meadow Close off Kingshill Way.

You should get a good view of the Ashlyns School entrance and 
chapel to your right and in the corner of the site is the new sports 
pavilion built about 2000 for Berkhamsted School. Pass through 
the gate down to Butts Meadow, On either side of the track lie 
the back gardens of properties in Ashlyns Road (on your left) 
and various  new developments  on your right.  Once you have 
gone down the  steps,  you  will  see  a  nice  view of  the  town, 
particularly across the valley. 

The sloping open space is known as Tomkins Meadow and it is 
hoped  that  a  suitable  seat  should  be  in  place  during  2011, 
provided by the Parish Paths Partnership using funding from the 
County Council.  You  will  see  on  your  left,  the  Berkhamsted 
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School aka the Girls School), currently being developed by leaps 
and bounds (last open air swimming pool in the town removed!).

Tomkins Meadow looking over town with        Girls School from Butts Meadow
Girls School to left

Another couple of uninteresting facts. The banks just to the left 
in the school grounds had air raid shelters for the girls during the 
war built into the rising ground, as a fair number of pupils were 
evacuated from London. Naturally, it came as a surprise when 
they were rediscovered during the works for a new sports centre 
in the 1990's. Another uninteresting fact is there is still a public 
shelter  adjacent  to  the  allotment  entrance  gate  and there  is  a 
tarmac  path  alongside  the  allotment  fence  (under  all  the 
undergrowth).  Butts  Meadow allegedly got it's  name from the 
archers practising with their long bows whilst based at the castle. 
There is  a footpath all  the way round, so take your time and 
watch out for the drinking fountain and more of the numbered 
trees.

Victoria School is on the bottom north side of Butts Meadow 
and was built on the top part of Prince Edward Street, the path 
originally passed to the right of the school, but has been diverted 
to pass round the back due to the knocking down of the asbestos 
temporary classroom where the new nursery is now. Take this 
path – you will spot one of the two original old wooden outside 
toilet blocks just between the two halves of the original school. 
Originally girls and then the boys next door up the hill and no 
car park! 
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This school was built to replace the by now overflowing school 
in the Parish rooms next to St Peters Church.  

Follow path  into  Prince Edward Street  and cross  over  to  the 
other  side  of  the  road.  Changes  here  during  living  memory 
include  removal  of  Kings  Hall  which  was  behind  the  Kings 
Arms in the High Street (on the right). On the left, the library 
was on first floor above the shops with the entrance behind the 
hardware shop on the corner (currently Boltons). On the other 
corner was a gents outfitters, even going back to between the 
wars when it was called A H Spragge. When you get to the High 
Street, turn right and use the controlled pedestrian crossing to 
cross over the road. The town centre is full of history and even 
has  it's  own  heritage  walk  and  a  hidden  museum,  but  let's 
concentrate on where we are going.
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You cannot miss the Parish Church of St. Peter and as you pass, 
look at the parish rooms and remember the buildings you have 
just  passed just  were not  there until  the 16thc,  long after the 
church was built.  The war memorial  on the corner of Church 
Lane was originally erected outside the Court Theatre about in 
line with the junction of Water Lane and the High Street and the 
footpath from the church direction. 

On your right, Dean Incent's  (listed) and 
used to be the Oasis Café just after the 
war, a proper red telephone box (listed) 
and if you look down at the road kerb, 
the kerbs were actually railway sleepers 
from the original track – see plaque inset 
into footpath near church notice board. A lot had to be used as 
the level of the High Street was over 2 foot different from the 
Church side to the Chesham Road side and so there were two or 
three steps down to the highway along the High Street until it 
was narrowed and the slope reduced during the 'enhancement' 
operations following the opening of the by-pass.

Passing  the  church,  turn  down  Castle 
Street  under  the  yew tree  on  the  corner 
(one  of  the  oldest  in  the  country  and 
estimated to be more than 350 years old). 
This was one of the main shopping streets 
before Lower Kings Road was built in the 
late  1800's.  You  will  see  the  original 
churchyard on your left and just two of a 
number  of  shops  still   remain  on  your 
right. Manor Close was made by knocking 

down two properties facing Castle Street and the Berkhamsted 
School occupies the rest of the land to the left and most of the 
right hand side! The block of flats (aka William Fiske House) on 
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the corner of Chapel Street, was the site of the Congregational 
Church  up  until  the  1970's,  on  the  other  corner  was  the 
Carpenters Alms – time for another useless bit of information – 
Berkhamsted  used  to  have  more  public  houses  per  head  of 
population than anywhere else in the country. Just past the old 
bookshop (now the original proprietors son frames pictures) and 
'Heritage' shop was the Express Dairy milk depot. Once again, 
between the wars it was J Stupples who even had their own herd 
of cows and produced milk, cheese, cream, eggs and butter and 
had a shop next to the Civic Centre, currently the fish restaurant. 
You should be able to see all the refrigeration units at the back. 

The  two  timber  buildings  on  the 
left  were  a  café  and 'Temperance 
Hotel'  respectively,  now  part  of 
Berkhamsted School. 
You might just spot the 'the Boote' 
on  your  right  which  was  next  to 
the  Keys  sawmills  where  even 
more  flats  have  been  built.  The 

new building on the left,  was built  on the site of the 'sunken 
cottages'  which  existed  even  before  the  canal  was  built.  The 
bridge  raised  the  road  level  so  the  row  of  cottages  became 
'sunken' although not actually demolished until the 1970's.
 
The last development on the left was based on the 'Castle Hotel' 
with  it's  entrance facing the  station.  You can even see where 
stone  of  the  original  chimneys  was,  due  to  discoloured 
brickwork. Built in 1840, this listed building provided facilities 
for  both  the  canal  and  railway users  with  plenty of  stabling 
behind. You may recall, we talked about the new station a couple 
of hours ago, well, the station was originally built facing down 
Castle  Street  as  that  was the major  road and the road names 
reflect this.
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Rear of Castle Hotel showing                Front of converted Castle Hotel 
           line of chimneys         (Original pillars 'lost' during conversion!)

The railway was originally built with just  two tracks between 
1834 and 1837, but became so popular, additional tracks were 
needed.  There  was  not  enough  space  for  a  station  and  the 
additional tracks here, so the station was moved to its present 
location in 1872 and the goods yard in Station Road also moved 
to land on the north side of the new station.

During my 'research', I've been told there 
was a pub at  48 Castle Street called the 
'Railway Tavern' located next to the canal 
by  this  bridge  (where  the  ‘Totem  pole' 
stands) with a coal yard behind it. Indeed, 
there are some steps that go no-where in 
that location. It's on the 1897 OS map, but 
then  in  1880  it  was  Keys  timber  yard 
according to another reference. Is the map 
right,  is  the  memory  fading  or  hearsay 
right?  Another  reason  to  come  back, 
perhaps?

Over the bridge, you have to the right, Station Road and to the 
left is Lower Kings Road.
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As you can now see the  station over  to 
your  left,  just  a  last  couple  of 
uninteresting  facts.  Mill  Street  used  to 
lead  to  Upper  Mill  and  if  you  look 
carefully on the Crystal Palace corner of 
the canal bridge, you will find one of the 
fittings for the original gas light fittings. 
Remember,  the  High  Street  didn't  get 
electric street lighting until the 1950's.

I hope you have enjoyed your walk, discovered things you never 
knew and wetted your appetite enough to find out more about 
Berkhamsted and the surrounding area.

That's it for this trail, there will be another along soon, if you 
like this one.

Remember the companion to this walk, which takes two small 
diversions to avoid steps on the canal tow path by the Ravens 
Lane bridge and also when the path changes sides at Bank Mill 
and can be found on the following pages

© 2011 Norman Cutting

This edition was prepared in November 2011
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Alternate sections avoiding steps
 

After you have seen our castle and gone 
under  the  railway bridge,  you  will  see 
the Canal across the road and the Crystal 
Palace  just  over  to  the  left.  Cross  the 
road and keep the Crystal  Palace (Pub) 
on  your  right  and  walk  along  the 

pavement  with the road on your left.  You are now in Station 
Road and will see the entrance to the builders yard on the other 
side of the road, taking up the whole area up to the Gravel Path 
bridge, apart from two railway cottages. This area was part of 
the original railway goods yard. 
On your  right,  you will  pass  The 
Coach  House  laying  back, 
complete with pulley over the side 
facing doors. This was was built in 
1890 and I think it was built for the 
coach link for rail passengers who 
wanted to go to Chesham as then, 
as now, they have no main rail line 
connection, but has been converted into a well appointed house. 
At the far end of Station Road, you will see a now gated long 
drive on your right, leading to a detached home. This was built 
by Mr Eastwood (of Eastwood Butchers) for his own use some 
30 years ago. The land was where the cattle were held prior to 
being slaughtered on the premises. In case you are interested, 

another butcher had a similar yard 
off  Holliday Street  and there  was 
yet another in Church Lane. 
The  property  on  the  corner  of 
Ellesmere Road (over to your left), 
used to be one of the many small 
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shops in the area and you can see where the window and corner 
door has been bricked up.

At the corner, turn right and cross the road into George Street. 
As you get to the corner, look back to see the post box which 
was the site  of  the George Street  post  office and newsagents 
(don't ask why George Street!) there is also the butchers. If you 
look down the road and over the bridge, you will see a building 
which used to be a fish and chip shop. Indeed, this area thrived 
due  to  the  traffic  on  the  canal  with  cobblers,  greengrocers, 
newsagents, post office, smithy and indeed all the services the 
bargees would need due to it being about one long days travel 
from London. Another small detail you may have missed were 
the telephone wires over the bridge. the first telephone exchange 
in Berkhamsted was at 5 Chapel Street, just round the corner, 
and as every telephone had a pair of wires back to the exchange, 
a lot went over this bridge and along the canal. This was a little 
unfortunate  as  swans  on  the  canal  used  to  take  off  from the 
Bridgewater  Boats  area  to  get  over  the  lock  and  bridge  into 
either the Ravens Lane basin or, more likely, over the Rising Sun 
lock. as a result, many didn't see the wires and flew into them. 
the cunning solution by the general post office was to put corks 
on the wires so they could be seen and this resulted in far fewer 
accidents.

The Boat (pub) on the corner of George Street is a replacement 
for the original building. as you walk down George Street you 
will notice several new properties on your right. Where the pub 
car park ends, the blacksmiths was located mainly for the barge 
horses,  the  parish  rooms  were  next  door.  Naturally,  newer 
properties  are  now  occupying  this  site.  The  area  has  several 
‘new’ builds and this is mainly due to the original cottages, built 
in  the  mid  to  late  19th century,  had  minimal  foundations  and 
needed money to save them. The trend in the 60's and 70's was 
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to  knock down and rebuild,  whereas  now, it  is  conserve and 
preserve. We'll leave you to have your own thoughts on that one. 
Also  on  this  side  there  was  a  green  grocers  (number  24,  I 
believe), it had a protruding shop front, now removed. After two 
slight bends, keep your eye open for the driveway to the Rising 
Sun  (pub)  which  is  just  before  another  of  the  newer 
developments,  only  this  time  council  owned  sheltered 
accommodation. You will see the sign for the Rising Sun, so go 
down between the  development  and the  pub side  to  join  the 
canal with the lock (55) on your right.

Just  to  the  right  of  the  lock,  you 
will  see  the  River  Bulbourne 
flowing back into the canal having 
taken  it's  own  route  through  the 
rear  gardens  of  houses  in  Castle 
Street,  Chapel  Street,  the  now 
defunct  Provident  Place  and  the 
'new' Ravens Court from Mill Street. Rejoin page 7 

2nd alternate section to avoid steps 

When  you  cross  over  bank  mill 
bridge, go straight ahead down the 
slope  towards  New  Lodge  where 
the  grounds  are  currently  in  the 
process of being redeveloped with 
more  homes.  The  Bulbourne  is 
flowing alongside the Lane, having 
come through the overshot Lower 

Mill behind the Old Mill (pub) which can be seen at the far end 
as  you face to  the right.  This  lane is  fairly quiet  and has  no 
footpath,  so take care. Turn to your left and go past The Old 
Cottage (used be called Rustie Cottage, listed and built in 1647), 
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which lies between Bank Mill Lane and the canal on your left. 
There are two properties on the right and one used to have a 
shallow bottomed boat lying on the Bulbourne. This just shows 
that the river is a shadow of it's former self as it supported two 
water mills in the past. Lower Mill, we just missed, and Upper 
Mill which was located approximately in the water meadow the 
other side of the canal as we left the station.

As we walk along the lane, you will notice several refurbished 
properties built between the lane and the canal, including the old 
lock-keepers cottage. This whole area was a water meadow prior 
to the construction of the canal and, indeed, watercress was quite 
an industry at either end of the town. When you join Bullbeggers 
Lane,  the two cottages on your left  used to  be used for  staff 
working at Ashridge House. The corner has a small parking area 
on right, if you turn slightly left, there is a small path leading to 
the canal where can be seen the lock (56) and Lismer House on 
the opposite bank if you look back in the direction from where 
you came. In recent times this was 
occupied by Mr Robert Peak, one 
time Town Councillor  and Mayor 
as well as Dacorum Councillor and 
Mayor.  He  came  to  the  town 
around  1960  and  opened  PRP 
Records  (in  competition  with 
Norman Clarkes next to the Civic 
Centre) in Lower Kings Road which was located on the left hand 
side as you go down, next to the 'Express Dairy' (tiled shop now 
part of Colin Gray accountants) in one of the two shops next to 
the  'Waitrose'  car  park  entrance  which  was  converted  to  a 
restaurant.

Back down the path beside bridge 144 and we turn right, bear 
left and up the slope to the A4251 ready to cross over and into 
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Garden Field  Lane.  Don't  miss  the small  bridge  under  which 
flows the Bulbourne. Rejoin page 11

Note
Garden Field Lane may start as a narrow tarmac public highway, 
but after about 200 yards narrows and is a rough surfaced path 
which does need care as it is fairly steep.
There is a slightly easier extended alternative route which I hope 
to include in future editions. If you want details, please contact 
the author.

3rd alternate section to avoid steps

Starting at the junction of Chesham 
Road  and  Kingshill  Way 
(roundabout is visual aid), as there 
are a few steps on the path down 
into  Butts  Meadow,  we  will  go 
down  Chesham  Road  and  rejoin 
the  walk  in  Butts  Meadow.  You 
will be pleased to know that it was 
only in the 1990’s that it was made 

one way on the steep part and a footway installed. It was a busy 
road and pupils  of both Ashlyns and the Berkhamsted School 
had to share road space with motor vehicles going up and down 
up until this time.
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Turning towards the town, with the Berkhamsted School playing 
fields on your left and keeping Ashlyns Farm on your right, you 
will see Ashlyns School also on your right. This was the country 
Foundling  Hospital  built  in  1936  to  give  orphaned  London 
children  the  space  and  opportunity  to  experience  the 
countryside. Herts County Council took it over in 1951 and it 
became  the  countries  first  bilateral  comprehensive  school  in 
1955. You will pass the main entrance with the chapel standing 
in front of you and you can see the extensive grounds.

As you continue along the road, you will see 
the  new  Hilltop  Estate,  built  in  the  early 
1960’s  on  land  farmed  by  the  County 
Council.  The  left  hand  side  comprised  of 
individual  large  properties,  which  have  be 
divided into building plots, some even large 
enough  for  up  to  20  dwellings.  The  three 
blocks of flats on your left were built on the 

site of the Berkhamsted School Preparatory School in the 1990's
as  they  moved  to  another  site  between 
Kings  Road  and Dr Commons  Road by 
purchasing  a  large  property next  to  one 
they  already  owned  and  joined  them 
together.  About  halfway  down  you  will 
see a set  of steps going up to  the right. 
This  is  a  footpath  which  used  to  run 
between the  field  and the  top  of  the  rectory and churchyard, 
through and meet up with ones in Three Close Lane and Beech 
Drive. Just past this footpath you will see a site which in 2011 
had,  after  several  appeals,  managed  to  get  permission  to 
demolish one home and built 12 flats in its' place.

A similar fate to Incents' Lawn just below on the left opposite St. 
Johns which has connections with Graham Greene.
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Cross over the road at this point to join a footpath leading to 
Butts Meadow. In case you are interested, the properties on the 
right hand side below this point are mainly accommodation for 
Berkhamsted School pupils and administration further down. On 
the  left  hand  side,  flats  have  been built  on  ‘Incents  Lawn’ - 
donated  by  Major  T  H  C  Hopkins,  a  housemaster  at 
Berkhamsted school, to Incents House - then three cottages (now 
used by the school), Elvyne hall (now a house), then another, 
named  Elvynne  House  which  is  next  to  another  housing 
development (was Cavalier Printers up to the 1970’s after being 
a  motor  garage).  A couple  of  small  cottages  with  two  more 
behind the Swan Hotel taken over to become ‘The Swan Project’ 
completes Chesham Road. Now, where are we?

Along the path to Butts Meadow, with the flats on your right and 
the ‘New’ Army Cadets training building on your left. Another 
uninteresting fact is there is still a public air raid shelter adjacent 
to  the  allotment  entrance  gate  and under  this  building.  Butts 
Meadow allegedly got it's name from the archers practising with 
their long bows whilst based at the castle. As you stand in the 
corner,  you  will  see  the  path  up  to  the  Berkhamsted  School 
playing fields  to  your  left  and Victoria  School  on your  right. 
Follow path to far side of school and look right to rejoin trail on 
page 21.

© 2011 Norman Cutting
This edition was prepared in November 2011
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In preparation

• Guided Walk 2 – South-western Berkhamsted in the 50s
• Guided Walk 3 – North-western Berkhamsted in the 50s

Both the above take the resident or visitor around the town 
through the eyes of a child during the 1950s.

• Collected articles from the author

This will be a series of booklets covering the period from the 
mid 1990s to date in chronological order to provide an insight 
into the towns development during this period.

The author was an elected representative to both the Town and 
Borough Councils and has an insiders view on the why and how. 
This interest has continued even after residents thought they 
knew better and forgot to re-elect him.

The Berkhamsted Citizens Association gave him a chance to 
edit/compile their newsletter for a couple of issues, but put up 
with him for over 10 years. The Parish Magazine has also been 
known to tolerate some of his outpourings, so soon you will not 
have any excuse to miss what has gone on and continues to do 
so in our town.

Contact the author direct for more information:

Norman Cutting, Ardeen, Chestnut Drive, BERKHAMSTED
HP4 2JL

also available on:
871851 or normancutting@aol.com

www.berko.org.uk
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